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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Application filed 9/1 0/2004. 

2. Claims 1-16 are pending in this case. Claims 1, and 10 are independent claims. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 5 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form because 
a multiple dependent claim can not serve as a basis for any other multiple dependent 
claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim 5 not been further treated on the 
merits. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It is not clear to the Examiner as to what Applicant consider as 
"standard tools" in this context. Clarification is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-4, 6, and 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Cragun (Patent No.: US 6,177,936 B1; Date of Patent: Jan. 23, 
2001). 

In regards to independent claim 1, Cragun disclose a method for previewing 
documents on a computer system comprising the steps of: 

displaying a main document which contains a first hyperlink (col. 1 , lines 46-53; 
col 4, lines 43-46; Cragun disclose a webpage document can contain hyperlinks to 
other web pages.). 

in response to an indication of the first hyperlink being received by the computer 
system, displaying a first preview document which document being that referred to by 
the first hyperlink whilst retaining the display of the main document, so that the 
document referred to by the first hyperlink may be previewed (col. 1 0, line 47- col. 1 1 , 
line 51; Fig. 9A & 9B; Cragun disclose a webpage document contains hyperlinks to 
other web pages.). 
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In regards to dependent claim 2, Cragun disclose a method according to claim 
1 wherein the first preview document contains a second hyperlink, further comprising 
the step of: 

in response to an indication of the second hyperlink being received by the 
computer system, displaying a second preview document which document being that 
referred to by the second hyperlink whilst retaining the display of the first preview 
document, so that the document referred to by the second hyperlink may be previewed 
(col. 10, line 47- col. 1 1 , line 51 ; Fig. 9A; Fig. 9B; Cragun disclose a webpage 
document contains hyperlinks to other web pages.). 

In regards to dependent claim 3, Cragun disclose a method according to claim 
1 or 2 further comprising the step of: in response to an indication of a displayed 
document being received by the computer system, removing from display any and all 
preview documents deriving from the indicated document (col. 10, lines 1- 6; col. 1 3, 
lines 21- 55; Fig. 7; Fig. 13a; Fig. 13b; Cragun disclose a delete-window button which 
gives the user the opportunity to close a browser window and delete it.). 

In regards to dependent claim 4, Cragun disclose a method according to claim 
1 or 2 further comprising the steps of: 

in response to a selection of a displayed preview document being received by the 
computer system, substituting the selected preview document for the main 
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document (col. 10, lines 1- 6; col. 13, lines 21- 55; col. 16, lines 17- 26; 715 in Fig. 7; 
Fig. 13a; Fig. 13b; Cragun discloses a show-as-first button which allows the user to 
specify which window to be active and moved to be first in the window list.). 

removing from display all preview documents (col. 1 0, lines 1 - 6; col. 1 3, lines 21- 
55; Fig. 7; Fig. 13a; Fig. 13b; Cragun disclose a delete-window button which gives the 
user the opportunity to close a browser window and delete it.). 

In regards to dependent claim 6, Cragun disclose a method according to 
claims 1 or 2 wherein a hyperlink is indicated to the computer system by positioning a 
pointer over the hyperlink (col. 11, lines21-22; 901 in Fig. 9B; Cragun disclose a user 
can a pointer to select a hyperlink.). 

In regards to independent claim 10, Cragun disclose a system for displaying a 
preview document referred to by a hyperlink in a main document, the system 
comprising a workstation, a first document store containing a first preview document 
and an interconnection means (col. 1, lines 46-53; col. 4, lines 43-46; col. 8, line 33-col. 
9, line 40; col. 10, line 47- col. 11, line 51; Fig. 6; Fig. 9A & 9B; Cragun disclose a 
computer system functioning as a client (workstation) and server.). 

the workstation being operable to co-operate with the first document store using 
the interconnection means to access the first preview document and, in response 
to an indication of the hyperlink being received by the workstation, to display 
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the first preview document in addition to displaying the main document (col. 1 , lines 46- 
53; col. 4, lines 43-46; col. 8, line 33-col. 9, line 40; col. 10, line 47- col. 11, line 51; Fig. 
6; Fig. 9A & 9B; Cragun disclose a webpage document can contain hyperlinks to other 
web pages.). 

In regards to dependent claim 11, Cragun disclose a system as claimed in 
claim 10, further comprising a server coupled to a second document store containing a 
second preview document, the server operable to co-operate with the workstation 
using the interconnection means, to access the second preview document in the 
second document store and to download the second preview document to the 
workstation (col. 1, lines 46-53; col. 4, lines 43-46; col. 8, line 33-col. 9, line 40; col. 10, 
line 47- col. 1 1 , line 51 ; Fig. 6; Fig. 9A & 9B; Cragun disclose a computer system 
functioning as a client (workstation) and server (document store).). 

In regards to dependent claim 12, Cragun disclose a workstation comprising a 
display, data processing unit and user interface, operable according to the method of 
claims 1-9 to display preview documents (col. 1, lines 46-53; col. 4, lines 43-46; col. 8, 
line 33-col. 9, line 40; col. 1 0, line 47- col. 1 1 , line 51 ; Fig. 6; Fig. 9A & 9B; Cragun 
disclose a computer system functioning as a client and server.). 

In regards to dependent claim 13, Cragun disclose a workstation as claimed in 
claim 12, further comprising a local document store, the workstation being operable to 
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access a preview document from said document store (col. 1 , lines 46-53; col. 4, lines 
43-46; col. 8, line 33-col. 9, line 40; col. 10, line 47- col. 11, line 51; Fig. 6; Fig. 9A & 
9B; Cragun disclose a computer system functioning as a client (workstation) and server 
(document store).). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in. which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 5, 7-9, and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cragun (Patent No.: US 6,177,936 B1; Date of Patent: Jan. 23, 
2001) in view of Hunt et al. (Pub. No.: US 2004/0133848 A1 ; Pub. Date: Apr. 26, 
2000 (provisional)) (hereinafter 'Hunt') 

In regards to dependent claim 5, Cragun does not expressly disclose a method 
according to claim 3 or 4 further comprising the step of: caching a preview document 
which has been removed from display. 

However, Hunt teaches caching a preview document which has been removed 
from display (0125; 0129; Hunt teaches the concept of storing web documents in cache 
on the server or on the client browser.). 
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Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Cragun and Hunt for the benefit of enabling quick 
access to the desired portion of the information content (0028). 

In regards to dependent claim 7, Cragun does not expressly disclose a method 
according to claim 3 wherein the document is indicated by positioning a pointer at a 
location in the displayed document where there is not a hyperlink. 

However, Hunt teaches a method according to claim 3 wherein the document is 
indicated by positioning a pointer at a location in the displayed document where there 
is not a hyperlink (0346; Hunt teaches displays popup windows as separate views 
stacked on top of each other, exposing only the tab can be used to select the current 
one. When the tab is selected, the view of the window will be brought to the front.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Cragun and Hunt for the benefit of enabling quick 
access to the desired portion of the information content (0028). 

In regards to dependent claim 8, Cragun does not expressly disclose a method 
according to claim 4 wherein the preview document is selected by clicking a pointer at a 
location in the displayed preview document where there is not a hyperlink. 

However, Hunt teaches a method according to claim 4 wherein the preview 
document is selected by clicking a pointer at a location in the displayed preview 
document where there is not a hyperlink (0346; Hunt teaches displays popup windows 
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as separate views stacked on top of each other, exposing only the tab can be used to 
select the current one. When the tab is selected, the view of the window will be brought 
to the front.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Cragun and Hunt for the benefit of enabling quick 
access to the desired portion of the information content (0028). 

In regards to dependent claim 9, Cragun does not expressly disclose a method 
according to any preceding claim wherein documents are displayed in windows 
according to Microsoft Windows format 

However, Hunt teaches a method according to any preceding claim wherein 
documents are displayed in windows according to Microsoft Windows format (0292; 
0332). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Cragun and Hunt for the benefit of enabling quick 
access to the desired portion of the information content (0028). 

In regards to dependent claim 14, Cragun does not expressly disclose a 
workstation as claimed in claim 12, further comprising a data store operable to cache 
the content and data associated with a preview document which has been removed 
from display. 
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However, Hunt teaches a workstation as claimed in claim 12, further comprising 
a data store operable to cache the content and data associated with a preview 
document which has been removed from display (0125; 0129; Hunt teaches the concept 
of storing web documents in cache on the server (data store) or on the client browser.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Cragun and Hunt for the benefit of enabling quick 
access to the desired portion of the information content (0028). 

In regards to dependent claim 15, Cragun disclose a Web browser application 
running on a computer system and displaying a main document, the application 
configured to be operable according to the method of claims 1-9 to display preview 
documents whilst also displaying the main document (col. 1 , lines 46-53; col. 4, lines 
43-46; col. 8, line 33-col. 9, line 40; col. 10, line 47- col. 11, line 51; Fig. 6; Fig. 9A & 
9B; Cragun disclose a computer system functioning as a client and server.). 

In regards to dependent claim 16, Cragun does not expressly disclose a Web 
browser application as claimed in claim 15 wherein the main document is controllable 
using the standard tools provided by the application. 

However, Hunt teaches a Web browser application as claimed in claim 15 
wherein the main document is controllable using the standard tools provided by the 
application (01 13; Hunt teaches the client browser can provide distributed browser 
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functionality that is compatible with the standard or commercially available client 
browser.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Cragun and Hunt for the benefit of enabling quick 
access to the desired portion of the information content (0028). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James J. Debrow whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5768. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JAMES DEBROW 
EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 2176 




